Suppurative thrombophlebitis in childhood.
Thrombophlebitis in children is almost always related to intravenous therapy. In most cases the inflammatory reaction is self-limited and resolves when the intravenous catheter or needle is removed. In some cases contamination may result in suppurative thrombophlebitis, a potentially life-threatening complication of intravenous therapy. This report describes two-6-year-old children with suppurative thrombophlebitis that was successfully treated by drainage of periphlebitic abscess and excision of the infected vein. Early recognition and prompt surgical management should reduce morbidity and prevent mortality in these cases.